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Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 18, 2026 v 10:00 am 
 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Jason Shelby, Rector 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Celeste Stump 
Guest Musician: Mark Bassett, cello 

We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully 
welcome all people into our community without exception. Whoever you are, and 
whatever the status of your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here. 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service. 
St. Francis Episcopal Church welcomes all people to receive Holy Communion. If you 
have not been baptized but would like to be, please talk to Father Jason after the service. 

This Week at St. Francis 
Sunday, October 18 

• 8:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite I, Chapel) 
• 9:10 am “Who is Jesus” Spiritual Formation Class 
• 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
• 5:00 pm Liturgy Lab: Holy Eucharist from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer 

Monday, October 19 
• 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Tuesday, October 20 
• 6:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting 
• 7:00 pm Vestry Meeting 

Wednesday, October 21 
• 10:00 am Service of Healing and Reconciliation (Chapel) 
• 10:00 am Blue Bin Sorting 
• 11:00 am Good Grief Group Meeting 
• 6:00 pm Lectionary Study Group (Library) 

Thursday, October 22 
• 7:00 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
• 1:00 pm Quilting and Knitting Group 

Sunday, October 25 
• 8:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite I, Chapel) 
• 9:10 am “Who is Jesus” Spiritual Formation Class 
• 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
• 11:30 am Newcomers Brunch (Parish Hall) 
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Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Mark and Mead Duley in loving 
memory of their uncle, Carl Hazarian. And by Robin Pano in loving memory of her 
parents, Peter Pano and Geraldine Bailey Pano. 

Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you. 

Prelude Peaceful Meditation ll Paul Fey 

The Word of God 
Please stand as able and join in singing. 

The Processional Hymn 
God of Grace and God of Glory Hymnal #594 

 

The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: ✚ Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Collect for Purity 
Celebrant Almighty God,  
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 
Glory to God WLP #900 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 
the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the 
world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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The First Lesson: Isaiah 45:1-7 
Reader A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2“I will go before you 
  and level the mountains, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, 
  I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the LORD do all these things.” 
Reader The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Response: Psalm 96:1-9 
Reader Let us read from Psalm 96 responsively.  

 
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
  sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
  proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare his glory among the nations * 
  and his wonders among all peoples. ........................................................ Refrain 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
  he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
  but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 
 6Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
  Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!  ............................... Refrain 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
  bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
  let the whole earth tremble before him.  ................................................. Refrain 

The Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Reader A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Thessalonika. 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, 
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our 
message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the 
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we 
proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of 
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the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report 
about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming. 
Reader The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as able and join in singing. 

The Sequence Hymn 
All People that On Earth Do Dwell Hymnal #377 

 

Please remain standing as able. 
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The Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 
Deacon ✚ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 16So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 
show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, 
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he 
said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that 
are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, 
they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated. 

The Sermon The Rev. Jason Shelby 

There will be a moment of silence for reflection following the sermon. 

Please stand as able and join in saying the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed 
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the Prophets. 
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Please remain standing as able. 

The Prayers of the People: Form V (the People read the responses in bold) 
Deacon Almighty God, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
All That we all may be one. 
Deacon Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 

you; 
All That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
Deacon We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
All That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
Deacon We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 

world; 
All That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Deacon Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
All That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Deacon Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
All That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Deacon Give to the departed eternal rest; 
All Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
Deacon We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
All May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Deacon Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 Silence 
 The People may add their own petitions. 
Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please kneel or sit as able. 
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The Confession of Sin 
Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy ✚ on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Please stand as able. 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Ministers and People exchange signs of peace in the name of the Lord. 

Please be seated. 

The Welcome and Announcements 
Anyone who has a birthday or anniversary in the next week is invited to come forward 
for a blessing: 
All Watch over your child(ren), O Lord, as their days increase; bless 

and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they 
stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up 
if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes all 
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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The Holy Communion 

The Offertory Sentence 
Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loves us, bring offerings of praise and 

thanksgiving to his table. 

The Offertory Anthem   
A New Song, Craig Courtney St. Francis Choir 

Sing a new song, sing a new song. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord a new song. 

For the word of the Lord is right and true and His work is done in faithfulness. 
The Lord loves righteousness and justice. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord a new song. 
Our soul waits for the Lord, our help and our shield. 

For our heart rejoices in Him because we trust in His holy name. 
May your unfailing kindness be upon us, O Lord even as we put our hope in You. Amen. 

The Offertory Hymn 
Praise to the Living God! Hymnal #372 
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Online Giving 
To make a one-time donation to St. Francis,  
scan this QR code or visit https://bit.ly/STFGIVING1 

 
 

Please stand as able. 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us 
to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

The Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord WLP #858 

 

The Sanctus continues on next page. 
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Please kneel or stand as able as the Celebrant continues. 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his 
command, O Father, 
All We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
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St. Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come,thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Fraction Anthem 
In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me Hymnal #706 
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The Invitation 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God, Holy Gifts for Holy People. 
For our online community: an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion 
prayer from the National Cathedral. A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that 
anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that 
moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy 
Communion. 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As 
though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to 
you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

If you have come with a particular prayer concern today, after receiving Communion you 
may come to the Nason Prayer Chapel to the right of the altar rail where you may light a 
candle and, if you wish, someone will be available to pray with you. 

The Communion of the People 
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. If 
you do not wish to receive, we encourage you to come forward to receive a blessing. 
Simply fold your hands across your chest when you come forward. The clergy will carry 
Communion to anyone in the congregation who is unable to come forward. Please notify 
an usher if you wish Communion to be brought to you. Gluten-free Communion wafers 
are available. If you require one of these, simply ask. 
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The Communion Song 
O for a Closer Walk with God Hymnal #683 

 

Please kneel or stand as able. 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Prayer of St. Francis 
Celebrant Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
People Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 

pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where 
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in 
pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born 
to eternal life. Amen. 

The Blessing 
Celebrant And, the blessing of God Almighty, ✚ The Father, The Son, and  

The Holy Spirit be with you always. 
All Amen. 

The Sending Forth 
Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Please stand as able and join in singing. 
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The Recessional Hymn 
All My Hope On God Is Founded Hymnal #665 

 

The Postlude Toccata Johann Pachelbel 
Battle Hymn of the Republic/Stars and Stripes Forever  
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Announcements 
TONIGHT! Liturgy Lab: Holy Eucharist from the 1662 Prayer Book 
Sunday, October 18 at 5:00 pm 
Join us Sunday, October 18, at 5:00 p.m. as St. Francis continues our Liturgy Lab 
series with a special celebration of Holy Eucharist from the 1662 edition of the 
Book of Common Prayer. Experience the historic Anglican liturgy that has 
shaped generations of Christian worship, with its beautiful language, prayers, 
and traditions. Everyone is welcome, whether you’re familiar with the 1662 
Prayer Book or experiencing it for the first time.	

Lost & Found: Can You See Yours? 
We’ve accumulated quite a collection of eyeglasses in the church 
Lost and Found over the past few months. “See” anything you 
recognize? Take a look at the photo, then stop by the church office 
and see Gina if you spot a pair that belongs to you. You might just 
find what you’ve been looking for! 

Socktober!  
Help Support St. Luke’s Breakfast & Shower Program 
We're celebrating Socktober by collecting new, still in the package, men’s tube 
socks of all sizes. We’re also grateful for gently used clothing, shoes, backpacks, 
blankets, and other needed items. Please bring donations to the St. Francis office 
or contact Gayle Taylor at gaylentaylor@gmail.com. Every donation helps us 
share food, dignity, and practical care with our neighbors in need. 

Morning Prayer at St. Francis 
Thursdays at 7:00 am 
Join us in our Chapel every Thursday morning at 7:00 am as the Rev. Deacon 
Celeste leads a said service of Morning Prayer. All are welcome to begin the day 
together in prayer, Scripture, and quiet reflection.  

Lectionary Study Group Returns 
Beginning Wednesday, October 21 at 6:00 pm 
The St. Francis Lectionary Study Group resumes Wednesday, October 21, 
meeting on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
Library. We’ll continue our exploration of the weekly readings using A Women’s 
Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W by Dr. Wilda Gafney. Everyone is 
welcome! Come join the conversation, deepen your understanding of Scripture, 
and prepare for Sunday’s worship together. 
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Newcomer’s Brunch 
Sunday, October 25 at 11:30 am 
New to St. Francis? Join us for a Newcomer’s Brunch on Sunday, October 25, at 
11:30 a.m. in the Boardroom. It’s a relaxed opportunity to meet fellow 
newcomers, enjoy some food, and spend a little time getting to know one 
another. The brunch will be hosted by Alex and Jennifer Sams and the Rev. Jason 
Shelby. We’d love to see you there! 
 

	

Stay in-the-know! 
Subscribe to our weekly email newsletter, Bellringer Weekly, and receive all the 
news and events in your inbox each week! Bellringer Weekly goes out on 
Thursday evenings (usually). Subscribe today at 
stfrancispalosverdes.org/subscribe 
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Prayers this Week 
We pray for all those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their 
families, especially Alyssa Capellino Baxter, Barry Witt, Drew Deley, Jonathan 
Zimmerman, Joseph Leahy, Mark Kappelmann, Michael Strong, Michael 
Valiquette, Scott Ruston, Steve, Thomas Dawson, TJ Malzahn, and Will 
Piepenbring. 
Those who are ill, recovering from surgery, or in any other kind of need or 
trouble: Amy Clute, Andrea, Angel Lara Gonzalez, Anne Sharp, Barbara Shelby, 
Billy Whelan, Bob, Bruce Schaefer, Carlos, Celeste Stump and her family, Chris, 
Colette Furbush, Connie, Dana Genzel-Diaz, Irena Dybeic, Jeff, Jerry Pinkston, 
Joseph and Danielle Diestel, Kathy Falk, Kerry Myers, Kristen, Krystal, KT 
Martyniak, Liz, Marilyn and Dale Ghere, Mary Sharp, Miguel Diaz, Patt Parker, 
Phyllis Niski, Rex Claytor, Rob Ramsay, Roxanne Wall, Roz Hadley, Sally Hill, 
Sofia, Susan Crouse, Tess Jones, Tommy, the people of the Middle East, and for 
victims of violence everywhere. 
We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
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Our Staff 
Shelley Reece 
Associate Lay Minister 
shelley.reece@stfrancispalosverdes.org 

Gina McQueen 
Office Administrator & Receptionist 
gina.mcqueen@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
(310) 375 4617 

Elaine Mistele 
Business Manager  
elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
(310) 594-8268 

Dr. Mark Bennett 
Director of Music 
mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
(310) 594-7416 

David Knight 
Organist 

Kristina Pelá 
Prayer and Pastoral Care Leader, Volunteer 
krab3@yahoo.com 

Joel Miranda 
Sexton 
mirandajoel@outlook.com 

Wayne Hastings 
Communications 
wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
(901) 219-6564 

Our Clergy 
The Rev. Jason Shelby, Rector  
jason.shelby@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984  
Church Office: (310) 375-4617 

The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon 
Chaplain at The Canterbury 
cstump@thecanterbury.org 
Direct Line: (310) 913-1069 
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