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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 25, 2026 v 8:00 am 
 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Jason Shelby 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Celeste Stump 
Guest Musician: Mark Bassett, cello 

We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all people 
into our community without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of your relationship 
with God, you will find fellow travelers here. Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service. 

St. Francis Episcopal Church welcomes all people to receive Holy Communion. If you have not been 
baptized but would like to be, please talk to Father Jason after the service. 

Flowers for the Altar: Consider making a donation of altar flowers in honor of a special occasion or in 
memory of someone you love. (The suggested donation is $50.) Contact Gina in the church office at 310-
375-4617 or Gina.McQueen@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 

Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you. 

This Week at St. Francis 
Sunday, October 25 

• 8:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite I, Chapel) 
• 9:10 am “Who is Jesus” Spiritual 

Formation Class 
• 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
• 11:30 am Newcomers Brunch (Parish Hall) 

Monday, October 26 
• 5:30 pm St. Anne’s Guild Meeting 
• 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Tuesday, October 27 
• 7:00 pm Taizé (Chapel) 

Wednesday, October 28 
• 10:00 am Service of Healing and 

Reconciliation (Chapel) 
• 11:00 am Good Grief Group Meeting 

Thursday, October 29 
• 7:00 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
• 1:00 pm Quilting and Knitting Group 

Sunday, November 1 — All Saints Sunday 
• 8:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite I, Chapel) 
• 9:10 am “Who is Jesus” Spiritual Formation 

Class 
• 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 

  

Online Giving 
To make a one-time donation to St. Francis,  
scan this QR code or visit https://bit.ly/STFGIVING1 
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Prelude Passacaglia - no. 6  (HWV 432) G.F. Handel 

The Processional Hymn: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise .................................. Hymnal #423 

 
The Opening Acclamation ............................................................ Book of Common Prayer p. 323 
The Collect for Purity .................................................................... Book of Common Prayer p. 323 
The Summary of the Law ............................................................... Book of Common Prayer p. 324 
The Gloria ..................................................................................... Book of Common Prayer p. 324 
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of faith, hope, and charity; and, that 
we may obtain that which thou dost promise, make us to love that which thou dost command; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson .......................................................................................... Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
  2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I 
the LORD your God am holy. 
  15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 
great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer 
among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 
  17You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or 
you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of 
your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

The Response ................................................................ Psalm 1 (Book of Common Prayer p. 585) 

The Epistle ................................................................................................... 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2but 
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we 
had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For 
our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just as we have 
been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not 
to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5As you know and as God is our 
witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek 
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7though we might have made demands 
as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own 
children. 8So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

The Holy Gospel ............................................................................................... Matthew 22:34-46 
34When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 
35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest 
and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
  41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What 
do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He 
said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
  until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 
45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him an 
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

The Sermon .................................................................................................. The Rev. Jason Shelby 
The Nicene Creed ......................................................................... Book of Common Prayer p. 327 
The Prayers of the People .............................................................. Book of Common Prayer p. 328 
The Confession ............................................................................. Book of Common Prayer p. 331 
The Peace ..................................................................................... Book of Common Prayer p. 332 
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The Welcome and Announcements 
Anyone who has a birthday or anniversary in the next week is invited to come forward for a blessing: 
Watch over your child(ren), O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise 
them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes all understanding abide all 
the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving ................................................................ Book of Common Prayer p. 333 
The Post-Communion Prayer ......................................................... Book of Common Prayer p. 339 
The Prayer of St. Francis 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 
we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to 
be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

The Blessing and Sending Forth ..................................................... Book of Common Prayer p. 339 
 



 5 

The Recessional Hymn: Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel ................................ Hymnal #574 

 

The Postlude “Little” Fugue in G minor  (BWV 578) J.S. Bach 
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Announcements 
Newcomer’s Brunch 
Sunday, October 25 at 11:30 am 
New to St. Francis? Join us for a Newcomer’s Brunch on Sunday, October 25, at 
11:30 a.m. in the Boardroom. It’s a relaxed opportunity to meet fellow 
newcomers, enjoy some food, and spend a little time getting to know one 
another. The brunch will be hosted by Alex and Jennifer Sams and the Rev. Jason 
Shelby. We’d love to see you there! 
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Stay in-the-know! 
Subscribe to our weekly email newsletter, Bellringer Weekly, and receive all the 
news and events in your inbox each week! Bellringer Weekly goes out on 
Thursday evenings (usually). Subscribe today at 
stfrancispalosverdes.org/subscribe 
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Prayers this Week 
We pray for all those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their families, 
especially Alyssa Capellino Baxter, Barry Witt, Drew Deley, Jonathan Zimmerman,  
Joseph Leahy, Mark Kappelmann, Michael Strong, Michael Valiquette, Scott Ruston,  
Steve, Thomas Dawson, TJ Malzahn, and Will Piepenbring. 
Those who are ill, recovering from surgery, or in any other kind of need or trouble:  
Amy Clute, Andrea, Angel Lara Gonzalez, Anne Sharp, Barbara Shelby, Billy Whelan, Bob, 
Bruce Schaefer, Carlos, Celeste Stump and her family, Chris, Colette Furbush, Connie,  
Dana Genzel-Diaz, Irena Dybeic, Jeff, Jerry Pinkston, Joseph and Danielle Diestel, Kathy Falk, 
Kerry Myers, Kristen, Krystal, KT Martyniak, Liz, Marilyn and Dale Ghere, Mary Sharp, 
Miguel Diaz, Patt Parker, Phyllis Niski, Rex Claytor, Rob Ramsay, Roxanne Wall, Roz Hadley, 
Sally Hill, Sofia, Susan Crouse, Tess Jones, Tommy, the people of the Middle East, and for 
victims of violence everywhere. 
We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Our Staff 
Shelley Reece 
Associate Lay Minister 
shelley.reece@stfrancispalosverdes.org 

Gina McQueen 
Office Administrator & Receptionist 
gina.mcqueen@stfrancispalosverdes.org / (310) 375 4617 

Elaine Mistele 
Business Manager  
elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org / (310) 594-8268 

Dr. Mark Bennett 
Director of Music 
mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org / (310) 594-7416 

David Knight 
Organist 

Kristina Pelá 
Prayer and Pastoral Care Leader, Volunteer 
krab3@yahoo.com 

Joel Miranda 
Sexton 
mirandajoel@outlook.com 

Wayne Hastings 
Communications 
wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org / (901) 219-6564 

Our Clergy 
The Rev. Jason Shelby, Rector  
jason.shelby@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984  
Church Office: (310) 375-4617 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon 
Chaplain at The Canterbury 
cstump@thecanterbury.org 
Direct Line: (310) 913-1069 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2200 Via Rosa 
Palos Verdes, CA 90274 
(310) 375-4617 
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 
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